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HOVE PLINTH 
A new cultural attraction for Brighton & Hove 
 

On Hove Seafront 

Initiated by Hove Civic Society 
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THE VISION 
 Hove Plinth will create a brand new cultural attraction on the historic 
Hove seafront - a new sculpture plinth to showcase the best in modern 
day sculpture, attracting, inspiring and engaging local people and 
visitors in art and adding to Brighton & Hove’s cultural offer and the 
city’s prosperity. 

 Inspired by the Fourth Plinth in London, Hove Plinth will exhibit a 
changing programme of sculpture. Mayor works will be displayed for 
12 – 18 months after which some will be moved to permanent sites, 
creating a lasting legacy of public art in the city. 

 Hove Civic Society is inviting businesses and developers in the city to be 
part of this ground breaking project by becoming Plinth Founders, 
sponsoring sculptures or by supporting the project in  other ways. 

  

3 



The story so far 

View the story at 

https://vimeo.com/145805205 

 

THE STORY SO FAR 

https://vimeo.com/145805205


AN AWARD WINNING INITIATIVE 
From the start the Hove Plinth project  

has built a strong foundation of 

support with the public, media and 

arts and heritage organisations in 

Brighton &  Hove and beyond. In 

2015 it received the Argus Star 

Award for Contribution to Arts and 

Culture on the grounds of ‘capturing 

the imagination of the people in the 

city’. 

 

“A fantastic project which will greatly enhance Hove seafront for the 

benefit of residents and tourists alike” 

 

General Manager Theatre of Brighton 



STRATEGIC SUPPORT 
The project has partner agreements with Brighton & Hove Council and 

the Royal Pavilion & Museums, and is supported by Arts Council England. 

Planning permissions for both plinth and sculptures has been granted.  

 

 Patrons 
Sir Timothy Sainsbury 

Philip Jackson CVO DL FRBA 
 

Strategic Partners Grant funders 



MEDIA SUPPORT 



COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

 The project has received huge interest and support from local residents, 
organisations, businesses and artists.1500 people voted for their 
favourite sculpture when we exhibited the shortlist.  
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“Hove plinth is fully supported by both 

Hove Business Association and Hove 

Business Partnership, the project will 

make a major contribution to the City” 

“it will be a great boost both to 

the local economy and the local 

community to bring an exciting 

artistic venture further west” 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for any 

sculptor to put a work of art on a plinth, 

on the beach, with the sea as the 

backdrop – Venus de Milo would give 

her right arm for that” 

“this is a lovely idea – 

a really inventive 

thought with a lot of 

potential”  
“some 

day my 

plinth…” 



A NEW CULTURAL ATTRACTION 

Hove Plinth will put the city on the public sculpture map with world 

class cultural attractions which celebrate local, national and 

international artistic excellence. Sculptures will be commissioned 

specifically for the Hove Plinth or acquired through loans and 

exhibited in an all year round programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public sculpture brings art to everyone and becomes part of our 

heritage. We will encourage people’s interest and enjoyment of 

art through a creative learning programme in partnership with 

the museums, schools and other cultural providers. The Hove Plinth 

will be equipped with innovative digital technology to make 

viewing the sculptures an interactive and engaging experience.  



The first three sculptures to be installed on the plinth were selected 

following a national call to artist in 2015 and considerable public 

involvement. Following selection we commissioned maquettes (small 

models) of the winning sculptures which are available to view. We 

are now seeking funding to commission the full-scale sculptures. 

WINNING SCULPTURE PROPOSALS  



 We want the sculptures ideally to remain in the city once they have been 
on the plinth and are considering ways of finding permanent locations 
under a proposal entitled sculptures in the city. The aim is to create a 
lasting legacy of public art, improving the public realm and adding to 
the city’s attractions with all its cultural and economic benefits. If every 
major new development makes a contribution, project implementation 
would be swift and benefits for the city substantial. 

A LASTING LEGACY –  
SPEARHEADING ‘SCULPTURE IN THE CITY’ 



A PLANNED PROGRAMME 
  Planning permission has been granted for the plinth and the first 
three sculptures to be exhibited on the plinth. If placed on the plinth 
for the maximum time allowed, with a program of short term loan 
sculptures in between, this would cover a period of some 6 years or 
up to 2023. 

 Once funding for the plinth and the first sculpture has been 
completely secured, we will construct the plinth and commission the 
first sculpture. Our aim is to have this in place by spring 2017. We 
also expect to initiate our educational and digital arts programme 
as soon as we can give the go-ahead for construction.  

 We will continue the fund-raising for the other sculptures and will 
commission them in time for their allocated slot on the plinth.  

 Once the three first sculptures have been produced we intend to 
commission further sculptures for the plinth with an eye to their final 
location in the city. 
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FUNDRAISING TO DATE 
The project has raised just over £80K through grants, donations and in 

kind. A small part of this has been used to fund the initial call to 

artists, the winning sculpture maquettes and development costs. The 

remainder (£65K) provides two thirds of the resources needed to for 

the plinth, landscaping and technical infrastructure.  



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED 
 The Plinth will be made out of Romanstone, a high quality limestone similar to 
Portland stone which is suitable for a marine climate and meets conservation area 
standards. We need contributions to help fund the stonework, which will cost 
£35,000. 

 We are also appealing for funding to commission the first three sculptures that 
have been chosen. We expect to commission these in 2016, 2018 and 2020. The 
costs of the sculptures range from £50,000 to £100,000 (2015 prices) and we are 
aiming to raise sufficient funds in 2016 to commission the first sculpture. 

 In addition we are appealing for funding for the development of the interactive 
digital programme (£15,000) and for a maintenance contingency fund for 2017-
2020 (£15,000). 

 Your chance to contribute! 
Join our Founder Scheme 

Sponsor a sculpture 

Make a donation or support us ‘in kind’ 
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FOUNDER SCHEME 
As a Founder you will play an important role in getting the project off 

the ground. We have several Founder packages allowing for different 

levels of support. 
 

Corporate Gold: £10,000 
• Name to appear on separate freestanding “in situ” meta plaque 

listing “Key Project Supporters” 

• Opportunity to be kept in touch with ongoing process of selecting 

new sculptural works to appear on the Plinth 

• Chance to get to know exhibiting sculptors 

• Priority invitations to Plinth related events, such as Plinth inauguration 

event and initial private viewings of new sculptural commission 

• Appearance in all published references to project’s Founder 

supporters 

• Hove Civic Society’s regular news letter 

• Membership of Hove Civic Society including free entrance to lectures 



FOUNDER SCHEME 

 

 

 

Corporate Silver: £5,000 
• Priority invitations to Plinth related events, such as Plinth Inauguration 

event, and initial private viewings of new sculptural commission 

• Appearance in all published references to project’s Founder 

supporters 

• Hove Civic Society’s regular news letter 

• Membership of Hove Civic Society including free entrance to lectures 

As a Founder you will play an important role in getting the project off 

the ground. We have several Founder packages allowing for different 

levels of support. 



FOUNDER SCHEME 
As a Founder you will play an important role in getting the project off 

the ground. We have several Founder packages allowing for different 

levels of support. 
 

Corporate Bronze: £2,500 
• Appearance in all published references to project’s Founder 

supporters 

• Hove Civic Society’s regular news letter 

• Membership of Hove Civic Society including free entrance to lectures 

 

Founders Legacy: £500 p.a, payable by standing order 
• Appearance in perpetuity in all published references to project’s 

founder supporters 

• Hove Civic Society’s regular news letter 

• Membership of Hove Civic Society including free entrance to 

lectures 



OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR SCULPTURES 

 You can be part of this ground breaking project by sponsoring, either in 
part or full, the initial sculpture commissions. Following their display on the 
plinth, sculptures would be available to be placed permanently in or 
near a sponsor’s development or headquarter or in a designated public 
space.  

  



OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR SCULPTURES 

Escape 

by Matthew James Davies 
Medium: Cold cast blue resin 

Size: H2.5mxW2,5m xD 2.5m 

Cost: £100K estimate, tbc 

 
Davies’ fluid, amorphous sculpture 

aims to mirror the organic 

movements of nature; the sea 

breeze, gliding birds and rolling 

waves. It will also mimic the 

diversity and energy of the people 

surrounding it, moving, dancing and 

playing. The shape of the sculpture 

echoes Davies’ memories of seaside 

treats and sweets from the early 

1980s. 



MATTHEW JAMES DAVIES 

 Matthew James Davies is a emerging artist living and working in Oxford. 
He started his creative journey whilst studying Art and Design in Oxford 
and then went on to specialise in model making at the Arts Institute in 
Bournemouth. Matthew began his career as a model maker but has since 
worked in Art education, Architecture, Museum exhibition design, Interior 
design and has spent the last three years working as a Concept Artist and 
Product Designer. He draws inspiration from his previous experiences, 
people and the world around him. His interest in new materials, 
technologies and innovations in design help to shape his approach to 
artistic creation. 

 Matthew says: “ I grew up in a creative, artistic environment and since I can 
remember I have always been compelled to put pen to paper and to 
explore the aesthetics of all things. I love to draw, to capture a moment and 
share it with others. Music, portraiture and sculpture are all very dear to 
me, yet I find that people are the most inspiring of all.” 



OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR SCULPTURES 

Flight of the Langoustine  

by Pierre Diamantopoulo 
Medium: Coated bronze and steel 

Size: H3mxW2.5mxD2.2m, with three quarter 

life figures 

Cost: £100K 

Inspired by a discarded and mangled 

lobster pot found while beachcombing, 

Brighton-based Diamantopoulo first 

created his sculpture in a studio under the 

King’s Road arches. The washed-up object 

that helped lobsters escape became a 

human story of exodus and release – a 

dash for freedom. 



PIERRE DIAMANTOPOULO MRBS 

 Pierre lives in Brighton and is a Member of the Royal British Society of 
Sculptors. He has staged a wealth of solo and mixed shows in London and 
throughout the UK, exhibiting at the Royal West of England Academy on 
several occasions. He show-cased in the Twenty-First Century British 
Sculpture Exhibition for monumental art at the Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection in Venice and his work is in private, corporate and international 
collections. Pierre was awarded Arts Council funding for his landmark 
sculpture “Kandi Sky” in painted steel, spanning 20 metres, now standing 
amongst the Northern Gateway Sculptures. 

 Pierre says of his work: “In my spatial compositions, anonymous figures flee 
and fly in defiance, challenged by chaotic shifting stages – each a febrile 
balancing act, a response to a sense of unrest. I also adds dark foolery to 
a blend of logical nonsense in my more allegorical sculptures. 

 Pierre collaborates with steel fabricators and bronze foundries. 



OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR SCULPTURES 
Constellation 

By Jonathan Wright 
Medium: Stainless steel and gilded 

polypropylene 

Size: H2.5m x W3m x D3m 

Cost: £50K 

Wright’s design is part mechanical model 

of the solar system, part film camera and 

part ship’s compass. The most popular 

landscapes and iconic images associated 

with Hove will orbit the system rather 

than planets. Wright intends to choose 

the final objects, which will include both 

present day and historical items, by 

consulting with local residents and 

groups. 



JONATHAN WRIGHT 

 Jonathan Wright is based in Kent and has recently exhibited in the 
Folkestone Triennial. He regularly exhibits nationally and internationally. 

 Jonathan says of his work: “I aim to produce work that shows how ideas 
and forms change as they move from one part of the world to another. I 
combine them in previously unexplored relationships using form to create 
new worlds of encounter. I utilise ‘everyday’ structures and objects, often 
posing as structures of transmission, exposing their inter-relationship to a 
contemporary narrative. The objects make reference to the machinery of 
the modern city and the interconnectedness of our everyday lives. We are 
surrounded by structures whose functions are mysterious, and these 
structures become invisible in their ubiquity. When encouraged to look at 
them afresh, to reverse our perspective, we realise we can see more and 
see better. Nothing can be taken for granted and nothing is as it appears 
to be.” 



SPONSOR BENEFITS 

 Depending on level of sponsorship and your particular 
interests  benefits may include 

• Demonstrating investment in social responsibility and contribution to 
seafront and city re-generation 

• Owning  sculpture after its time on the plinth to place in or near new 
development or corporate HQ [full sculpture sponsorship] 

• Linking your brand with prestigious art development  

• Naming rights – e.g. ‘Hove Plinth in association with …’ [headline 
sponsor] 

• Company name on ‘in situ’ plaque 

• Logo inclusion on all Hove Plinth collateral – website, publications, 
plinth interactive features 

• Marketing and PR opportunities 

• Exclusive hospitality and events 

• Bespoke workshops and art events for your staff 
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BENEFITS FOR THE CITY 

The Plinth’s arrival will create a buzz of excitement and be a 

magnet for Hove, attracting more visitors to the Hove end of 

the seafront and adding value to the local economy and 

community. It supports the city’s strategic aim of “developing 

the unique character areas of the iconic Brighton and Hove 

seafront to create attractive, sustainable, high quality 

environments for residents, businesses and visitors throughout the 

year”. In the long term it could spearhead sculpture trails 

across the city and contribute to a unifying public art 

component and a lasting cultural signature for the many 

emerging developments in the city. 

 

 

 

There has never been a better time to be part of something 

so creative, historic and enduring in Hove. 
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  Art as a magnet for visitors 



For a discussion contact: 

Karin Janzon, Project Director 

Email: karin@hovecivicsociety.org 

Web: www.hoveplinth.org.uk 

Mob: 07917 888997 

 

Hove Civic Society, 43 Hove Park Villas, Hove BN3 6HH   Registered Charity 1051091 

mailto:karin@hovecivicsociety.org
http://www.hoveplinth.org.uk/

